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honourable and safe peace, against all such persons, either
at home or abroad, who have endeavoured, or shall en-
deavour, to obstruct the same."

The courier sent with the alternative to Spain was now
returned, with an account that Philip had chosen to renounce
France for himself and his posterity; whereof the Queen
having received notice, Her Majesty, upon the sixth of
June, in a long speech to both Houses of Parliament, laid
before them the terms of a general peace, stipulated between
her and France. This speech, being the plan whereby both
France and the allies have been obliged to proceed in the
subsequent course of the treaty, I shall desire the reader's
leave to insert it at length, although I believe it hath been
already in most hands.1

"Mv LORDS AND GENTLEMEN,

"The making peace and war is the undoubted pre-
rogative of the crown; yet such is the just confidence I
place in you, that at the opening of this session, I acquainted
you that a negotiation for a general peace was begun; and
afterwards, by messages, I promised to communicate to you
the terms of peace, before the same should be concluded.

" In pursuance of that promise, I now come to let you
know upon what terms a general peace may be made.

" I need not mention the difficulties which arise from
the very nature of this affair; and it is but too apparent,
that these difficulties have been increased by other ob-
structions, artfully contrived to hinder this great and good
work.

" Nothing, however, has moved me from steadily pursu-
ing, in the first place, the true interests of my own kingdoms;
and I have not omitted any thing, which might procure to
all our allies what is due to them by treaties, and what is
necessary for their security.

"The assuring of the Protestant succession, as by law
established in the House of Hanover, to these kingdoms,
being what I have nearest at heart, particular care is taken
not only to have that acknowledged in the strongest terms,
but to have an additional security, by the removal of that

1 This speech was printed by John Baskett, 1712.    [W. S. J.]